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Decision to be taken by County Councillor Tim Harman

Notice of Forthcoming Executive KEY DECISION 

Gloucestershire
County
Council

The following key decision will be considered by the Cabinet Member for Public Health and 
Communities.

Because the decision is urgent, it has not been possible to publish details about the key 
decision on the Council Website in advance of the decision being taken.

Commissioning of additional mental health services for adults, and children and 
young people during the Covid-19 outbreak.
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Reason for invoking special urgency procedures (as set out in the Council’s 
Constitution, Rules on Access to Information About the County Council’s Formal Business 
paragraphs 18-19 and Call-In Procedure Rules, section 10)

The COVID-19 pandemic presents an unprecedented and developing situation requiring 
swift and robust action by the Council.

Reports published by the World Health Organisation and Public Health England highlight 
the impact of traumatic situations, such as the current pandemic on population mental 
health and wellbeing, particularly among vulnerable groups. The Local Government 
Association have also recognised that ‘effective responses to the public mental health and 
wellbeing impact of Covid-19 will be essential to sustain the measures necessary to contain 
the virus and aid recovery’1. 

There is an urgent need for the Council to ensure sufficient capacity within the system to 
respond to an anticipated increase in the need for mental health services and community 
based support. There is also an urgent need to adapt the way we provide mental health 
support to take account of social distancing requirements (e.g. online or telephone 
provision; rather than face to face); and to increase accessibility (i.e. self-referral options 
which don’t require a referral by a health professional).

The behaviours and environments needed to curtail the spread of COVID-19 are known risk 
factors for mental health difficulties. The services procured in accordance with this decision 
will ensure that additional mental health support is made available to Gloucestershire 
residents as quickly as possible when it is needed (i.e. starting during the lockdown period). 

The Council therefore wishes to commission additional mental health services for adults, 
and children & young people in response to the Covid-19 outbreak. Owing to the extreme 
urgency and the subject matter of this decision, it will not be feasible to undertake a 
procurement process and therefore direct contract awards are recommended.

As this decision is urgent, it has not been possible to give the required 28 days notice of 
this key decision.

  Public Mental Health and wellbeing and Covid-19; Local Government Association and Association of Directors of Public Health (March 
2020): https://www.local.gov.uk/public-mental-health-and-wellbeing-and-covid-19

https://www.local.gov.uk/public-mental-health-and-wellbeing-and-covid-19
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Signed: 

Pete Bungard                  Date: 23 April 2020

In accordance with the Council’s Special Urgency Rules, the Chair (Cllr Stephen Hirst) and 
Vice Chair (Cllr Iain Dobie) of the Adult Social Care and Communities Scrutiny Committee, 
and the Chair of Council, Cllr Ray Theodoulou, confirmed their agreement that the above 
decision can be taken as a key decision under the Council’s Special Urgency Rules. The 
decision requires urgent implementation, without pre-implementation review.


